Soiree for Spot: HSSA’s Puttin’ On the Dog 
By Gretel Hakanson
April 25, 2008 marks the 10th anniversary of the Humane Society of Southern Arizona’s (HSSA) premier fundraising event, Puttin’ on the Dog. Community-oriented in nature, the event features a fashion show with local celebrities and their pets, food from the Tucson Originals restaurants, live and silent auctions and live music provided Steel del Sol, Tucson’s steel drum quartet. 

Allan Michaels of KOOL 1450 AM is this year’s event emcee and Alan Kath, KGUN 9, and Tina Naughton, Naughton’s Plumbing, will be emceeing the fashion show. Peter and Paula Fasseas (yes, that’s the same Peter and Paula Fasseas of the Cancer Clinic on Campell Avenue) will be walking the runway, modeling fashions from local boutiques.  
Heather Rowe, main anchor at KOLD and HSSA board member says, “This is one event that I really get excited about. Not only because they do such a great job putting on, there is something for everybody. And it all benefits animals in Southern Arizona. I think that’s why my heart is so into it.”

“It the beginning it was a very small event and it was much more informal,” says Meredith Moore, Special Events and Development Coordinator of HSSA. “Over the years it’s evolved into a somewhat semi-formal event,” This year HSSA is expecting about 1,200 people to attend. 
Hundreds of items were donated by local businesses for the auctions including two fully-stocked wine refrigerators, a pet gazebo, a Mirval Spa package and a helicopter ride with the Tucson Police Department. 
“If you love to pamper your dog they have huge gift baskets dedicated to everything you can possibility think of in the live and silent auctions. The fashion show is a great part of it too,” says Rowe. “But what I think is cool is that you can actually bring your dog and dress him or her to the nines if you feel like it. Plus the dogs can mingle too.”

Well-behaved, fixed and licensed dogs are welcome. “We love to have dogs at the event but it can be toss-up, literally, if you’re handling a plate of food, a wine glass and a rowdy dog,” says Moore. 

One hundred percent of the proceeds will go directly to the animals. The money will go into HSSA’s general operating fund which covers day-to-day care for the animals, emergency care as well as special programs. 
When asked about the success of the event, Moore attributes it to the Tucson community, “People are becoming aware of the animal over-population problem in the community and we have a lot of animal lovers in the Tucson area that like to support us. “

“We have a really generous business community that loves to give back to Tucson and the nonprofits in town. We’re lucky to have those people helping us out and supporting the event.“ 

Puttin’ on the Dog will be held at Tucson Country Club on Friday, April 25th from 5:30 to 9:00 PM. Tickets are $100 each. Contact Meredith Moore, mmoore@hssaz.org, 520-321-3704, Ext. 188 or visit www.hssaz.org .

Gretel Hakanson, lives in Tucson with her husband, three adopted dogs, one adopted  cat, and a rescued horse. She is the publisher and founder of Desert Dog News, Tucson’s Pet Paper, www.desertdognews.com.

